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nationality it will think of nothing else but getting it set
again. It will listen to no reformer, to no philosopher,
to no preacher, until the demand of the Nationalist is
granted. It will attend to no business, however vital,
except the business of unification and liberation.

That is why everything is in abeyance in Ireland pend-
ing the achievement of Home Rule. The great movements
of the human spirit which sweep in waves over Europe
are stopped on the Irish coast by the English guns of the
Pigeon House Fort. Only a quaint little offshoot of
English pre-Raphaelitism called the Gaelic movement has
got a footing by using Nationalism as a stalking-horse, and
popularizing itself as an attack on the native language of
the Irish people, which is most fortunately also the native
language of half the world, including England. Every
election is fought on nationalist grounds; every appoint-
ment is made on nationalist grounds; every judge is a
partisan in the nationalist conflict; every speech is a
dreary recapitulation of nationalist twaddle ; every lecture
is a corruption of history to flatter nationalism or defame
it; every school is a recruiting station; every church is a
barrack; and every Irishman is unspeakably tired of the
whole miserable business, which nevertheless is, and per-
force must remain his first business until Home Rule
makes an end of it, and sweeps the nationalist and the
garrison hack together into the dustbin.

There is indeed no greater curse to a nation than a
nationalist movement, which is only the agonizing symptom
of a suppressed natural function. Conquered nations lose
their place in the world's march because they can do
nothing but strive to get rid of their nationalist move-
ments by recovering their national liberty. All demonstra-
tions of the virtues of a foreign government, though often
conclusive, are as useless as demonstrations of the superiority
of artificial teeth, glass eyes, silver windpipes, and patent
wooden legs to the natural products. Like Democracy,
national self-government is not for the good of the people: